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One of the features of electoral fascism (http://political-girl.tripod.com/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderfiles/electoral_fascism.doc) that sets it apart from classical fascism is the constellation of forces that forms the nexus of corporate-state power. In classical fascism, we see a state-corporate power configuration in which the state is the senior and corporate-plutocratic interests, the junior partner. In electoral fascism the corporate-plutocratic interests predominate. Electoral fascism has characterized the political power configuration in the United States since 1886 (http://free.freespeech.org/americanstateterrorism/plutocracy/CorporateHidden.html) which means that “classical fascism” is really a sub-set (really a crude “dumbing down”) of a much more sophisticated and better camouflaged political system already in place in America. In classical fascism of the Mussolini-Hitler type the fascist party gains a high degree of control over the social-political-economic order of the society. Classical fascist control is actually less totalitarian than communist control (under communism the state owns everything), but much greater than electoral fascist control. 

In an electoral fascist state, such as the United States, economic interest groups act as political factions within the ruling corporate-plutocratic elite. These factions (liberal, conservative, Democrat, Republican, etc.) jockey for hegemony in deciding which corporate interests will prosper and which will wither as result of state policies on trade, taxation, and government spending. The result is a balance of power in which interests that are not in control of government for the time being, attempt to keep those currently in control from imposing a de facto dictatorship. These underling political structural realities result in ever-changing and fluid power configurations based on temporary alliances of convenience. 

In addition to corporate-plutocratic interests, other power centers include the intelligence community (CIA, NSA, etc.), the state police (FBI, although it is not supposed to be), and the military. Electoral fascism allows factions within the state apparatus to form alliances with power factions among the corporate-plutocratic elite who do not currently dominate state power through their beholden elected office holders. Under classical fascism and especially under communism, such alliances are much more difficult to form and are extremely dangerous to participate in. Allying with the wrong faction in an electoral fascist state may mean the head of an agency is fired; under a fascist or communist dictatorship that same person could face a firing squad. Even the party in power in an electoral fascist state cannot fully control the agencies and departments within the state apparatus. This lack of perfect control, however, should not be mistaken as evidence that the government is “a democracy.”

Consequently, the CIA or FBI, for example, may leak information to one or another media outlet (newspaper, television network, etc.) which is known to be part of the constellation of corporate-plutocratic interests who are “out of power.” That is why it is dangerous for those in power to tread too heavily on the toes of the intelligence community, the police, or the military arms of the state power apparatus.

Those who have taken too seriously the propaganda they were taught in school regarding American “democracy” and the “free press” are frequently dismayed when mainstream media fails to report information that the public would need to know if it were to govern wisely in a real democracy. Instead, what we see is that the press is divided into factions allied with various constellations of corporate-plutocratic power. These factions wage intra-class warfare in which information is merely a weapon cynically used as a means of manipulating public opinion. In this reality we have an explanation for why the press seems to wax and wane in discharging its responsibilities to inform the American People.

